
Strategic Planning Discussion Document 

Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies, Oct 15, 2018 

This document outlines a proposed re-alignment of PWIAS programs, with a continued focus on the Wall Scholars 

program, and a targeted expansion of activities to include thematic research cohorts.  The work of the Institute 

will now be focused into three key areas, as described below.  Specific details of proposed programs will be 

developed based on feedback obtained during a university-wide consultation process.  Feedback obtained to date 

from Faculty Deans, Associate Deans of Research and individual UBC faculty members has already been 

incorporated into this draft document. 

1. Wall Scholars and Distinguished Professors

Providing resources for capable and committed individuals to follow their instincts leads to the best of all 

discoveries, the totally surprising, the most unexpected, and the most useful ones.   

– Michael Smith, Nobel Laureate and first Peter Wall Distinguished Professor.

Program Objectives: This program aims to bring together leading scholars from across UBC (Vancouver and 

Kelowna) in a collaborative and highly inter-disciplinary environment, where they can pursue high risk / high 

reward research.  Scholars spend an intensive year in residence together, pushing the boundaries of their work, 

and seeking inspiration and creativity through sustained engagement across disciplines.   

1a) The Wall Scholars program has defined the Institute over much of its history.  This signature program honours 

the spirit and legacy of the late Michael Smith, providing resources and space to foster deep, creative and 

unconstrained thinking, through free and wide-ranging intellectual exchange.  This program has had a 

transformative impact on the work of many UBC scholars, creating new research directions, generating major 

external funding and stimulating new modes of collaboration across disciplines.  Some recent examples of the 

impact of this program are described in an appendix at the end of this document. 

Up to ten UBC scholars per year are selected from across the faculties and professorial ranks on the basis of 

scholarly excellence, diversity of perspectives and commitment to intellectual risk-taking and inter-disciplinary 

engagement.  Scholars spend a minimum of 3 full days per week residence in a PWIAS office, and participate in 

weekly lunches, seminars and regular dinners.  Scholars are provided with a $20,000 award to support new 

research initiatives.  As of yet, there have been no Wall Scholar applications from researchers on the UBC-O 

campus.  Additional support and funding is proposed to address this.  

Proposed Changes: 

a) Significant increase in support to obtain full teaching and administrative release, with release funds paid

directly to departments, as is done with other major fellowships (e.g. Michael Smith Foundation Scholar

Program and the NSERC Steacie Memorial Fellowship).

b) Increase research awards to $30k per scholar to facilitate larger projects.

c) Shorten the term of appointment from Aug. 1 – June 15 to create summer office space for thematic

research cohorts (see below).
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d) Invite up to two visiting artists per year to join the Wall Scholars cohort for a period ranging from 3 – 6 

weeks, through partnership with Banff Center for Arts and Creativity. 

e) Create enhanced PWIAS Associates programs to build and mantain long-term engagement of Wall Scholar 

cohorts. 

f) Provide support for UBC-O researchers to participate in the Vancouver-based Wall Scholars program, 

including travel funds and housing subsidies.   

1b) The Wall Scholars are currently joined by two Wall Distinguished Professors (DP), Brett Finlay and Derek 

Gregory.  These exceptional senior scholars maintain a significant presence at PWIAS, contributing to the 

intellectual life of the Institute and providing academic leadership and continuity across cohorts.  Their presence 

significantly elevates the profile of PWIAS at UBC, across Canada and Internationally. 

Proposed Changes:   

a) Shorten future DP appointments to four year terms, increasing turnover and diversity in the position, 

while still providing continuity and longer-term leadership.   

b) Salary support tied to partial teaching and administrative buyouts. 

c) Invite up to two international Distinguished Visiting Professors per year to spend a minimum of four 

months in residence at PWIAS as part of the Wall Scholars cohort.   

2. Thematic Research Fellows 

Program Objectives: Whereas the Wall Scholars program embraces intellectual serendipity in stimulating new 

and unanticipated scholarly interactions, the proposed thematic Research Fellows program will seek to build more 

directed research initiatives aimed at tackling significant ‘big-picture’ questions from a variety of disciplinary 

perspectives.  The goal of this proposed program is to identify large cross-cutting themes, and assemble top-tier 

expertise from across UBC and globally to work collaboratively towards significant research progress.  To increase 

visibility of these research themes, we will create a new Peter Wall Prize, recognizing exceptional contributions to 

research and / or other forms of impact in a given thematic area.   

A new thematic Wall Research Fellows program will be established, with the aim of bringing together groups of 

outstanding researchers to work on broad inter-disciplinary themes.  Each thematic group will run for three years, 

with one new group initiated each year.  After an initial roll out period, there will be three thematic groups running 

at any time.  The groups will be led by 1 senior UBC faculty member, and will be comprised of up to 10 senior 

fellows (mix of UBC and external faculty members) and up to 4 post-doctoral fellows.  PDFs will be funded for the 

full 3 years and co-supervised by at least two faculty Research Fellows.  Senior fellows will have teaching and 

admin buyout for one year, with additional research support over the full three year period.  New members can 

rotate into the group over the three year period.  The cohort will be initiated with an intensive summer residency 

from June 15 – July 15, using the Wall Scholar offices at PWIAS and, potentially in alternate years, at a venue on 

the UBC-O campus.  Additional space (see below) will be used to house this group during the rest of their 

fellowship, but they will maintain strong contact with PWIAS through regularly scheduled meetings at the Institute 

and close interactions with Wall Scholars and Distinguished Professors. 

The current International Visiting Research Scholars (IVRS) program will be used to help fund a new ‘Global 

Scholars’ program, through which international researchers will make one or more extended visits to UBC to 

participate in the theme-based cohort.  Existing PWIAS partnerships with the Royal Society of Canada, Canadian 

Institute for Advanced Research, the Collège de France and the Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Studies will 
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be used to attract external visiting fellows with interests relevant to thematic cohorts.  Partnership with Banff 

Center will be used to entrain creative and performing artists into the cohorts.  Additional off-campus partners 

will be engaged, as warranted, including other regional universities and potential non-academic collaborators (e.g. 

Google).  The current International Research Roundtable (IRR) program will be used to support the development 

of research themes as part of a rigorous adjudication process (see below). 

 

Proposed New Initiative: 

a) Create thematic Wall Research Fellows program 

b) Convert the International Visiting Research Scholars (IVRS) program into a ‘Global Scholars’ program, 

using the funds to attract top talent to UBC to participate in thematic research cohorts. 

c) Use International Research Roundtable (IRR) program to generate and refine ideas for thematic research 

topics.  

d) Existing partnerships with STIAS and the Collège de France will be used to support thematic research 

groups, bringing high level international expertise to the chosen areas as part of the Global Scholars 

program. 

e) Use thematic cohorts to attract visiting artists to PWIAS, through partnership with Banff Center and 

potential local partners. 

f) Establish a Peter Wall prize ($100,000) to recognize significant research accomplishment and/or society 

impact related to selected research themes. 

g) Create a PWIAS Summer Thematic Program to initiate new thematic cohorts, alternating the venue 

between the two UBC campuses. 

Considerations:   

The new thematic cohorts must be creative and generative, going significantly beyond what already exists at UBC 

and moving into bold new directions.  Themes must attract significant interest across the university and must not 

be seen as exclusionary.  The proposed new thematic research program must be clearly differentiated from 

existing UBC Research Clusters, and the previous PWIAS-funded a Major Thematic Grant program, which was 

terminated on the advice of an international review committee due to limited perceived success and impact.  We 

will also seek ways to maximize interactions between the Wall Scholars and Wall Research Fellows.  This can be 

achieved, for example, seminar series and joint lunch / dinner meetings.   

Theme selection and adjudication:  The selection of research themes must be done in a rigorous and transparent 

manner, with broad consultation across the university and with input from international experts.  Deans and 

department heads on both campuses will be engaged in the process, bringing their perspectives and suggestions 

to the table.  We seek to leverage Faculty-level initiatives and resources, but the selection of themes must 

ultimately be driven by the researchers themselves, with senior scholars involved in the adjudication of proposals.  

We will solicit proposals from across the university, asking faculty members to identify critical research areas and 

cross-cutting approaches, and groups of key UBC and non-UBC researchers who could participate in proposed 

themes.  The recent CIFAR Global Call for new programs is an excellent model.   

https://www.cifar.ca/research/global-call 

https://www.cifar.ca/news/news/2018/04/19/cifar-short-lists-12-proposals-in-global-call-for-ideas 
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After a small number of proposals is short-listed, we will use the existing International Research Roundtable (IRR) 

program to host international conferences on each of the key themes identified.  These meetings will be used to 

refine key research questions and identify leading international and inter-disciplinary expertise needed to address 

the problem.   

Funding: With three thematic cohorts running simultaneously, we would require funding for 24 senior fellows (8 

receiving $90k per year for full teaching / admin release, and the rest receiving $45k per year in continued research 

support) and 6 PDFs (funded at $65k per year).  Total of $1.8M per year. 

Space: PWIAS currently has limited office space.  Upstairs office space in the PWIAS second floor area will be used 

for the Wall Scholars between Aug. 1 and June 15.  Thematic Research Fellows will occupy these offices between 

June 15 and July 15 (at least in alternate years, when not in Kelowna) for an intensive Summer Thematic Program 

to initiate the cohort.  Additional office space will be needed (ideally in close proximity to PWIAS) for the duration 

of these fellowships.  Funds could be used to convert the Ideas lounge and adjacent offices into mixed use shared 

/ private work spaces for this purpose. 

 

3. Knowledge Mobilization and Public Engagement 

Program Objectives: Public engagement is a core principal of PWIAS (and UBC).  We seek to translate the work of 

our scholars into the public realm, informing societal discourse and understanding of critical issues, while 

developing research-based solutions to a variety of urgent local, regional and global problems. 

3a) Wall Solutions.  This is our signature knowledge mobilization program, and an important vehicle to bring 

researchers and community partners together in developing solutions for complex and topical problems.  The 

program is currently undergoing evaluation by a professional consultant, and we will wait for the results of this 

work before proposing any specific future changes.  In general, however, this program will be re-aligned to support 

thematic research cohorts, while still maintaining an open call for proposals in any area of merit.      

3b) Wall Exchange.  This program brings in internationally-recognized speakers to address complex and topical 

issues for a large public audience.   The lectures provide significant local and national profile for PWIAS (lectures 

are broadcast in CBC Ideas), and have developed a recognized ‘brand’.  Going forward, we will use at least one of 

these lectures each year to target a subject related to an on-going PWIAS research theme.  Recipients of the Peter 

Wall Research Prize would be excellent candidates to give the Wall Exchange lecture. 

3c) Outreach at UBC.  In addition to connecting with off-campus audiences, we will put more effort into engaging 

with the broader UBC community.  For example, by sponsoring public ‘Wall Talks’ by former and current PWIAS-

sponsored researchers, we can highlight on-going work and recent success stories from the Institute, and its 

connections to a range of disciplines across the university.  These talks would be held at a central location on the 

UBC Vancouver campus (e.g. new student center), with live video streaming to Kelowna.     
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Appendix 1: Wall Scholar Program Impact Tracking 
 

Some examples of outcomes derived from the Wall Scholar program. 

Steven Hallam (Microbiology and Immunology) and Joseph Dahmen (School of Architecture Landscape 

Architecture). While in residence together at PWIAS, Hallam and Dahmen initiated a collaboration 

exploring new approaches to the design of environmentally sustainable building materials.  They led a 

group of students who designed a composting toilet intended for refugees camps.  The toilet, made of 

biodegradable biocomposite mycelium, uses mixed microbial communities to eliminate pathogens from 

human waste, efficiently converting it to soil.  The project won top prize at the recent Biodesign Challenge 

at the Museum of Modern Art in New York (http://biodesignchallenge.org/summit-2018/), beating out 

over 100 other entries from leading global universities.  Hallam and Dahmen had never met prior to their 

PWIAS residence.  As a Wall Scholar, Dahmen developed the Teardown Index, which is the first empirical 

measure to quantify the embodied impacts of residential construction in Vancouver.  The work was 

published in Energy and Buildings, a leading scholarly journal, and was also covered widely in the media, 

including the Globe and Mail, Financial Post, and the CBC, contributing productively to the zoning debate 

in Vancouver. Dahmen presented work to an audience of 500 people as a participant in the Sam Sullivan 

Public Salon series at the Vancouver Playhouse. 

Nelly Pante (Zoology), Jimmy Feng (Chemical & Biological Engineering and Mathematics) and Alireza 

Nojeh (Electrical Engineering). These three researchers established a highly inter-disciplinary 

collaboration examining the pathways of viral entry into cell nuclei.  Pante’s molecular biological 

experiments examining baculovirus penetration through the cell nuclear pore stimulated Feng’s group to 

produce a mathematical model describing this process, and Pante’s and Nojeh’s group to jointly develop 

an in vitro test system using carbon nano-particles. This collaboration led to an NSERC Engage grant and 

two M.Sc. thesis, one in Feng’s group (Roza Ghaemi) investigating viral movement through polymer gels, 

and one co-supervised by Pante and Nojeh (Sherry Sadr-Karimi) testing nano materials in tissue culture 

cells. The project also stimulated a new collaboration with UBC physicist Joerg Rottler, who specializes in 

statistical mechanics.  Feng, Pante and Rottler recently co-supervised a USRA student who used molecular 

dynamics simulations to determine the mechanical properties of the polymer gel inside the nuclear pore. 

The team is planning to continue its work this coming year.  Feng, Pante and Nojeh had never met prior 

to their year in residence at PWIAS. 

Heather McKay (Orthopaedics and Family Practice) and Walter Merida (Mechanical Engineering) 

While in residence as Wall Scholars, McKay and Merida wrote a 2018/2019 CIHR Grant "Creating 

Connections: innovative transportation solution for older adults".  The work merges expertise in clean 

energy with healthy aging.  They will be hosting a workshop at UBC on 5 October 2018 to develop a 

broader proposal that will be presented to CIHR in Ottawa (December 2018.) After discussions with McKay 

and Michael Brauer (another PWIAS Scholar), Merida has incorporated experiential and architectural 

components into a project that was originally envisioned as an engineering research platform only. McKay, 

Merida and Brauer had never met prior to their year in residence at PWIAS, and their experience had a 

transformative impact on the direction of their research programs. 
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Xioanan Lu (Land and Food Systems), William Cheung (Institute for Oceans and Fisheries) Simon Donner 

(Geography) and Peter Klein (Journalism).  Xioanan’s research examines issues around food adulteration, 

with a recent focus on seafood supply.  His work has shown a high prevalence of mislabeling (both 

intentional and non-intentional) in the seafood products available in Vancouver.  He is now developing a 

new project with Cheung and Klein to examine global seafood supply chains, bringing together, fisheries 

science, molecular biology and investigative journalism.  In addition, Lu is working with Klein and Donner 

to develop a new graduate course module for the Ocean Leaders NSERC Create program.  Lu did not know 

Cheung, Klein or Donner prior to his PWIAS residency. 

 

Shannon Walsh (Theater and Film), Mary Berbee (Botany), Steven Hallam (Microbiology and 

Immunology), Suzanne Simard (Forestry).  In working on her feature length documentary, Illusions of 

Control, Walsh explored the mushroom harvesting industry in degraded secondary forests in the BC 

interior.  Through this work, she was introduced to Berbee (mycology specialist), and was invited to give 

some lectures to graduate students in Botany.  This initial interaction has led to the submission of a 

proposal (with Berbee, Hallam and Simard) to create a short virtual reality piece examining the forest floor 

ecosystem.  This project will provide a radically new way to visualize the inter-connecting web of chemical, 

physical and biological processes that tied together one of the largest carbon reservoirs on Earth.  Dr. 

Walsh did not know any of these new collaborators prior to her PWIAS residence. 

Shannon Walsh (Theater and Film), Heather McKay (Orthopaedics and Family Practice).  Walsh and 

McKay have put in a proposal to produce a documentary short film examining the lives of a number of 

women over 100 years old.  The film will highlight the large diversity of lifestyles and living conditions for 

these individuals, challenging dominant stereotypes around the capacities and limitations of our oldest 

citizens.  Walsh and McKay had never met prior to their year as Wall Scholars. 

Kalina Christoff (Psychology), Walter Mérida (Chemical Engineering), Ben Shneiderman (International 

Visiting Scholar Computer Science), Somdatta Sinha (International Visiting Scholar, 

Biology/Mathematics).  Kalina Christoff is spearheading an innovative project aimed at applying tools and 

concepts from dynamical systems theory to create novel means of visualizing and analyzing network 

neuroscience data. Through discussions at PWIAS over the course of many months, Christoff, Simha, 

Schneiderman and Mérida came to realize the practical ways in which their fields could be brought to 

together. Critically, this project will enable a deeper understanding of the brain network dynamics 

underlying cognition, with strong potential for direct clinical relevance. Moreover, this project has strong 

potential to facilitate a deeper dialogue between network neuroscience and complex systems research, 

serving to highlight the untapped potential of adapting system science concepts and tools to an 

understanding of brain function.  

Madjid Mohseni (Chemical and Biological Engineering) and George Belliveau (Language and Literacy 

Education). Madjid Mohseni’s residency at PWIAS in 2016 allowed him to develop an interdisciplinary lens 

through which to examine First Nation drinking water issues through the Res’eau WaterNet program 

http://www.reseauwaternet.ca/.  Through collaboration with Belliveau, initiated when they were both 

Wall Scholars, he was able to employ community-based theater techniques to engage community health 

professionals with water engineers, science policy experts, industry partners and end-user communities, 

seeking innovative solutions for the Aboriginal drinking water systems. The collaborations led to a series 

of arts-based workshops seeking intersections between scholarship, community engagement and theatre 
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to significantly enhance the impact of on-going scientific work.  They are now working on an NCE-

knowledge mobilization (NCE-KM) application to establish an “Indigenous and non-urban water health” 

network to tackle the challenge of KM around drinking water in rural, small and indigenous communities 

across Canada.  Mohseni and Belliveau had never met prior to their PWIAS residence.  

George Belliveau (Language and Literacy Education). George Belliveau’s residency at PWIAS and ongoing 

interactions with scholars at the Institute has enabled him to develop a UBC research-based theatre 

collaborative.  This has been funded through the UBC Excellence Clusters, and it includes collaborators in 

Occupational Therapy, Geography, Social Work, Population Health, Chemical & Biological Engineering, 

and other units.  Belliveau had not met the scholars in these other disciplines until his engagement at 

PWIAS. These various collaborations include developing theatre pieces based on research in multiple 

disciplines. 

Aaron Boley (Physics and Astronomy), Janis Sarra (Law), Michael Byers (Law).  Discussions between 

Boley, Sarra, Byers (and others) identified a critical need to address space resource use from a combined 

political, legal, economic, and scientific perspective, in order to confront the complexities of the new 

space era. Through PWIAS events and networking, they assembled a core international and 

interdisciplinary team of space scientists, policy experts, and legal scholars to address the sustainable 

development of space.  In November, 2018, this group will officially launch the new Outer Space Institute.  

Boley and others have also assembled a local team to establish a UBC research cluster.   Their work has 

been featured in Smithsonian Magazine (https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/greening-

future-outer-space-180969212/#sUZPB0Pq0pq5ugxh.99).  Boley, Byers, and Sarra had never met prior to 

Boley’s appointment as a Wall Scholar. 

Vikramaditya Yadav (Chemical and Biological Engineering), Christian Naus (Department of Cellular and 

Physiological Sciences).  Vikram Yadav met and began collaborations with Wall Associate Christian Naus, 

through PWIAS.  They led a PWIAS interdisciplinary roundtable event examining the development of 

commercially and clinically relevant life-saving tissues. Printing the Future of Therapeutics in 3D:  

http://3d-bioprinting.ca/.  The collaboration combined Naus’ expertise in 3d printing of bio-tissues, with 

Yadav’s expertise in ‘synthetic brains’.  Naus and Yadav had never met prior to Yadav’s PWIAS residence. 

Anne Murphy (Asian Studies), Hallie Marshall (Theatre and Film). 2016 Wall Scholars Hallie Marshall and 

Anne Murphy devised a unique collaboration to work through/with theatre and film to build connections 

between departments, provide cross-cultural opportunities for their students, and enhance cultural 

diversity in scholarly engagement with theatre, film, and performance at UBC. During their time as Wall 

Scholars, Murphy and Marshall discussed their desire to develop modes for collaborative work, increased 

engagement across diverse departments and disciplines at UBC, and the need for greater cultural diversity 

in disciplines across the University. With support from PWIAS, Marshall and Murphy developed the project 

“Enacting Culture/s,” which used performance to bring students together and become aware of allied 

ongoing work across departments and disciplines. The program sponsored talks by UBC students, faculty, 

and outside performers/professionals, and enabled the production of three student-led performances.  

The program also hosted two filmmakers: Ali Kazimi (documentary filmmaker, York University) and 

Gurvinder Singh (documentary and avant-garde creative film maker, based in India).  This project has led 

to a developing TLEF proposal that will mobilize theatre in addressing student wellness issues at UBC. 

Michael Brauer (School of Population & Public Health), Kalina Christoff (Psychology) and Sebastian 

Prange (History).  During their time as Wall Scholars, Kalina, Michael and Sebastian laid the foundations 
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for a new, shared research agenda on the theme of “Envisioning the Future.” How we imagine the future 

has profound implications for the decisions we make today. Yet, there is an almost complete absence of 

sustained, multi-disciplinary research into how visions of the future are formulated at both the individual 

and the collective levels. While many disciplines are deeply invested in forecasting the future, there is 

very little critical examination of the nature, constraints, and effects of future scenarios on the here and 

now. The core hypotheses of this research project are that visions of the future are subject to systematic 

constraints and that understanding these constraints will lead to more innovative decision-making.  The 

project was submitted for consideration in the recent CIFAR Global Call for Ideas. 

Michael Brauer (School of Population & Public Health).  Michael developed a new research proposal - 

‘Population health and the built environment: Looking to the future’ for a Bellagio Fellowship while in 

residence at PWIAS.  His proposal was accepted and he will spend September 2018 on an Academic 

Writing fellowship at the Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center in Italy. He attributes his experience as a 

Wall Scholar for providing him with the interdisciplinary perspective necessary to push his work into new 

directions. 

Renisa Mawani (Department of Sociology).  During her time as a Wall Scholar (2015-2016), Mawani 

completed research for a major book project, Across Oceans of Law: The Komagata Maru and Jurisdiction 

in the Time of Empire.  The book, which was published by Duke University Press in August 2018, draws on 

a wide range of intellectual terrain, including ocean ecologies and governance, international law, 

migration and shipping.  Deep conversations with a number of her Wall Scholar cohort members (e.g. 

Chris Harley and Mary O’Connor from Zoology, James Stewart from the Allard Law School, and Peter Klein 

from Journalism) enriched the formation of ideas that were developed in the book.  In spring 2018, 

Mawani was awarded a five year SSHRC Insight Grant for a new project, “Enemies of Empire,” which draws 

on and expands research she conducted while in the Wall Scholar’s program. This year, she is beginning a 

collaboration with University of Toronto Law Professor Anver Emon, a scholar she met at a recent PWIAS 

workshop organized by Wall Scholar Ayesha Chaudhry. This new project will be devoted to unearthing the 

rich and diverse histories of commerce, capitalism, and economic thought from the earliest days of Islamic 

expansion in the Arabian Peninsula to contemporary movements of trade, money and people across the 

Mediterranean and the eastern and western Indian Ocean arenas.    

Ayesha Chaudhry (CNERS and IGRSJ). Ayesha Chaudhry was awarded the 2018 Pierre Elliott Trudeau 

Foundation Fellowship to continue to build on the work she initiated at PWIAS on developing narratives 

for a gender-equal Islamic law.  Chaudhry led a Peter Wall International Roundtable titled “Smiling to their 

faces: Race, emotional labour and the university”. This inter-disciplinary event was successful in gaining 

both regional and national attention on the distance universities still have to go before they can 

be exemplars of tolerance and acceptance.  The workshop received national coverage on CBC Radio and 

in the Globe and Mail, and generated additional funding for follow up work from the Radcliffe Institute of 

Advanced Study at Harvard. 

Peter Klein (School of Journalism). As a PWIAS Wall Scholar, Peter Klein held a workshop entitled “Re-

Imagining Global Reporting”, which directly led to the formation of the Global Reporting Centre 

(https://globalreportingcentre.org/about/).  He used his time as a scholar to develop the GRC’s first 

project on global supply chains, which involves scholars across campus and the globe, and has led to two 

VPRI Research Excellence Cluster grants, a $2.5 million SSHRC Partnership Grant, and a Wall Solutions 

Initiative grant.  The GRC is currently thriving, with on-going work including an empowerment journalism 
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project on alcohol dependence in Indigenous communities, and a CIHR grant proposal on anti-microbial 

resistance.  In collaboration with Larry Lynd (2011 Wall Scholar), Klein also worked on the CIHR New 

Emerging Team for Rare Diseases, producing an award-winning work of journalism entitled Million Dollar 

Meds, as well as a VPRI Research Excellence Cluster grant to grow the project into a globally-focused 

analysis of coverage of expensive drugs for rare diseases. His team is hosting a public workshop at the 

BMO Theater in Vancouver, hosted by Paul Kennedy (of CBC Ideas) who will also help produce a radio 

documentary.  The collaborative nature of the GRC means that artists, scholars, and  journalists can come 

together with a common goal of telling a story in a meaningful way and of exploring the human elements 

to news that are often neglected.  Klein’s time as a Wall Scholar was essential in forging new contacts 

across campus that have fed directly into the GRC mandate.  

Jinhua Chen (Asian Studies). Jinhua Chen’s time at PWIAS helped Jinhua to leverage a $2.5M SSHRC 

Partnership Grant in 2016.  The grant has enabled Jinhua and his international team to explore over seven 

years the media and technology evolution and religious transmission in East Asia, a natural extension of 

his PWIAS-sponsored project.  Chen attributed his success to PWIAS and his PWIAS colleagues for their 

support that helped him to win this award.   

Sebastian Prange (History).  Inspired by ongoing group discussions among his Wall Scholar cohort, 

Sebastian has set his sights on a new book project entitled Outlaw Economics: A Rogue History of 

Capitalism. It develops a provocative new interpretation of the evolution of capitalism by focusing on 

outlaw groups: vagabonds, pirates, mafias, fraudsters, and hackers. Its central argument is that because 

they operate outside the bounds of official rules and regulation, outlaws are the purest, most authentic 

capitalists. Outlaw enterprises, therefore, can serve as microcosms of the imperatives, opportunities, 

practices, and institutions that have defined capitalism during the different phases of its historical 

development: they serve as case studies of capitalism-in-practice. Before his time at the Wall Institute, 

Sebastian was pursuing a study of pirates; it was only through the debates and challenges by his cohort 

that this much more ambitious project took shape. 

Vanessa Andreotti (Department of Educational Studies). Interactions and conversations during her time 

as a Wall Scholar inspired Dr. Andreotti to incorporate a neurophysiological dimension into her existing 

CRC research program. Her work has focused on difficult aspects of learning about systemic complicities 

in social and global harm, and the reproduction of inequalities through educational systems.  Her research 

had previously only included approaches and methodologies that are common in the social sciences and 

the humanities.  Novel research directions inspired by PWIAS led to new partnerships both at UBC and 

internationally, and an application for a Mellon Foundation New Directions Fellowship for training in 

neuroscience. In collaboration with Dr. Cash Ahenakew (also a Wall Scholar), artists, scientists, educators, 

ecologists and other Indigenous scholars, Andreotti is developing a proposal for a roundtable on 

decolonization in the fields of ecology and neuroscience to be submitted in 2018. PWIAS also inspired a 

research project on edge-to-edge (as opposed to core-to-core) inter-disciplinarity involving Glen 

Coulthard (Political Science), Denise Silva (Social Justice Institute) and Alireza Nojeh (Electrical 

Engineering) that to an international seminar, “Experiments in Entangled Existence” in 2016. 

Alireza Nojeh (Electrical Engineering).  During his time as a Wall Scholar, Nojeh hosted Prof. Fabian Pease 

of Stanford University.  They collaborated on project to develop a compact and inexpensive scanning 

electron microscope, with a target price of a few hundred dollars.  (The cheapest existing instruments are 

currently around $50,000). The goal behind this project is to bring ultra-high resolution microscopy to the 
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broader public, with immense implications for education and healthcare, including point-of-care clinical 

diagnostics in the developing world.  The research involved complete rethinking of many aspects of the 

electron microscope, and the use of nano-structures to generate highly localized heat sources.  Building 

on the PWIAS collaboration, the joint UBC-Stanford project has grown significantly, and has already led to 

two joint patent filings with Stanford, with a third patent pending.  The project has also attracted 

significant support from the Director of Business Development of the Stewart Blusson Quantum Matter 

Institute, as well as collaborations with two other UBC faculty members from the department of physics 

and astronomy.  An M.Sc. student at UBC is currently working full-time on this project, in close 

collaboration with multiple collaborators at Stanford. 

Sara Shneiderman (Anthropology and School of Public Policy & Global Affairs).  During her time as a Wall 

Scholar, Shneiderman initiated a new multidisciplinary research project, “Expertise, Labour, and Mobility 

in Nepal’s Post-Conflict, Post-Disaster Reconstruction”. PWIAS funds complemented a SSHRC Partnership 

Development Grant, enabling a truly multidisciplinary approach to improving post-disaster recovery 

processes around the world. Co-Investigators include Philippe Le Billon (UBC Geography/SPPGA) and 

Katharine Rankin (U Toronto Geography), with collaborators including Katherine Hacker (UBC Art History); 

Stephanie Chang (UBC SCARP); Ratna Shrestha (VSE), Bishnu Pandey (BCIT Civil Engineering) and other 

collaborators in Nepal, Denmark and the US. PWIAS provided an intellectual environment to deepen 

collaboration and develop functional details of a successful multidisciplinary research framework. 

Shneidermans’s participation in the Wall Scholar cohort also brought her into contact with scholars 

working on socio-technical issues in BC, such as Michael Brauer, Walter Merida, and Heather McKay. 

These conversations prompted her to expand her own ethnographic work to BC, and she is now 

developing a framework for knowledge exchange between Nepal and Canada on disaster preparedness 

and recovery. 

Shannon Walsh (Theatre and Film).  During her time as a Wall Scholar, Walsh embarked on a collaboration 

with International Visiting Research Scholar Kylie to develop a SSHRC project proposal bridging their 

complementary expertise in documenting the visual history of AIDS activism in South Africa.   After 

meeting for the first time at PWIAS, Walsh and Thomas met up again in Cape Town to continue their 

collaboration.  They plan to pursue a research book project accessible to public audiences.   

Amin Ghaziani (Sociology).  Ghaziani was awarded a Canada Research Chair in Sexuality and Urban Studies 

to continue the research program that he built while he was a PWIAS Early Career Scholar (2012) and Wall 

Scholar (2014). During his time at PWIAS, Ghaziani organized seminar series with a wide range of scholars 

around the meaning and practical applications of inter-disciplinarity (with Anne Martin-Matthews); the 

relationship between masculinity and bullying (with John Oliffe); architectural and sociological tours of 

Vancouver’s Davie Village “gaybourhood” (with Joe Dahmen and Shaylih Muehlmann, 2012).  He also 

convened a PWIAS Associates dinner on the powers and pleasures of thinking about sexuality from an 

interdisciplinary perspective (with Hedy Law and Janice Stewart). This evening event included academic 

presentations by Blye Frank (Faculty of Education), Daniel Justice (First Nations Studies Program), and 

Mary Bryson (GRSJ), along with a piano recital in the UBC Concert Hall by widely acclaimed pianist and 

proud transgender woman Sara Davis Buechner. Ghaziani completed two books while in residence at 

PWIAS: There Goes the Gayborhood? (Princeton 2014) and Sex Cultures (Polity 2017). These books 

resulted in more than 100 media interviews to outlets in 7 different countries, including The New Yorker, 

Time magazine, Salon and Slate, BBC Radio, CBC Radio, Chicago Tribune, Financial Times, Globe & Mail, 
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National Post, The Guardian, Los Angeles Times, New York Times, Vice magazine, USA Today among 

others. 

James Stewart (Peter Allard School of Law).  As part of his time as a PWIAS Wall Scholar, Dr. Stewart 

developed an interdisciplinary workshop with the Handa Center for Human Rights and International 

Justice at Stanford University. The workshop brought together a group of leading international scholars 

from law, philosophy and political science to discuss contemporary challenges and future directions for 

the field. Through this initiative as well as the other activities at the Peter Wall Institute, he developed 

new scholarly networks that have pushed his research into unanticipated directions, and broadened the 

audience for his work. Dr. Stewart has significantly expanded his network of scholarly interactions across 

the UBC campus and beyond.   Connections he made with visiting scholars from France led to an invitation 

by Professor Alain Supiot to lecture at the Collège de France as part of the Peter Wall Institute exchange. 

Shaylih Muehlmann (Department of Anthropology).  During Muehlmann’s time in residence as an Early 

Career Scholar at PWIAS, she completed her second major book project, When I Wear My Alligator Boots 

(University of California Press).  Feedback and conversations with a number of her Wall Associates, 

including Chris Harley (zoology), Joseph Dahmen (School of Landscape Architecture) and Lara Boyd 

(physical therapy) helped pitch the book to a wide public and interdisciplinary audience.  During her time 

as a Wall Scholar, Muehlmann began research for her third major book project, Hasta la madre: women’s 

activism against drug war violence.  The ideas for this book were significantly shaped and inspired by 

conversations with her cohort, including Peter Klein (journalism) and Renisa Mawani (sociology).  In spring 

2016, Muehlmann was awarded a four year SSHRC Insight Grant based on research she conducted while 

in the Wall Scholar’s program. Ongoing conversations with PWIAS distinguished professor Brett Finlay 

(microbiology) have also inspired a new research project on the influence of culture on the perception of 

microbes.  Muehlmann was invited to present this research at a Wall Colloquium at the Collège de France 

in the spring of 2018. 
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